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FLORIDA 

‘TODAY’S A DAY 
OF HEALING’ 

COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER AT PRAYER VIGIL; INVESTIGATION CONTINUES 



MCCLAIN - THE WASHINGTON POST 


Tonya Kramer, center, embraces her daughter Alyssa Kramer, 16, during a community prayer vigil at Parkridge Church. 


Mental health: 

Medical professional 
says mass shooters 
exhibit antisocial, 
troubled histories 


By Mark Cavitt 

Digital First Media 


Nikolas Cruz walked into a Flor¬ 
ida high school on Wednesday, pulled 
the fire alarm and killed 17 people and 
wounded 13 others with an assault-style 
rifle as they spilled into the hallways 
and headed for exits. 

It was the deadliest school shooting 
in five years, according to the Associ¬ 
ated Press, since a gunman attacked an 
elementary school in Newtown, Conn., 
in 2012. Wednesday’s shooting was the 
17th incident of gunfire at a U.S. school 
this year. Of the 17 incidents, one in¬ 
volved a suicide, two involved active 
shooters who killed students, two in¬ 
volved people killed in arguments and 
three involved people who were shot 
hut survived. Nine involved no injuries 
at all. 
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IK WILSON — GETTY IMAGES 

Students of Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School gather at Pine Trail Park on 
Thursday in Parkland, Florida. 


| Online: For continued coverage 
" and up-to-date stories, head to 

DAILYTRIBUNE.COM 


O Inside: Oakland Community Health 
Network offers tips for parents 
and students on how to deal with stress 
related to national tragedies such as 
school shootings pagea4 


Arraignment: 

Accused South 
Florida school shooter 
confessed to rampage 
that killed 17, police say 


By Lori Rozsa, Mark 
Berman and Renae Merle 

Of The Washington Post 

parkland » The 19-year-old accused 
of killing 17 people at his former high 
school admitted to police he carried out 
one of the country’s deadliest school 
shootings, authorities said Thursday. 
But what may have motivated Niko¬ 
las Cruz remained unknown, even as 
investigators delved into his troubled, 
violent life and the red flags that lit¬ 
tered his path hack to Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School on Wednes¬ 
day afternoon. 

As Cruz remained held without hond 
on murder charges, authorities scoured 
the high school where they say he aimed 
his AR-15 and fired round after round 
into classroom after classroom, leaving 
a trail of hlood and agony before try- 
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Meetings to discuss millage proposals with residents 


By Mike McConnell 

mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.com 
@mmcconnell01 on Twitter 

Berkley has set four dates 
starting next month to talk to 
residents about three millage 
requests for a new community 
center, City Hall renovations 
and road and water-sewer im¬ 
provements. 

Voters will be asked to con¬ 


sider 2 mills for infrastructure 
improvements, a $15.2 million 
hond for a new community cen¬ 
ter building and a $4.5 million 
bond for City Hall renovations. 

The first meeting is 6 p.m. 
March 1 at the Community 
Center where residents can 
ask questions about all three 
funding proposals to appear on 
the ballot in November general 
election. 


Other meetings are: 

■ 6 p.m. March 15, City Hall 
to discuss proposed renova¬ 
tions there 

■ 6 p.m. April 17 at the Com¬ 
munity Center to talk about de¬ 
tails to build a new center 

■ 6 p.m. May 16 at the Public 
Safety Building to discuss road 
improvements 

If all three ballot measures 
are approved later this year 


it is estimated the cost for 
the owner of a home with a 
$75,000 taxable value would 
be about $318 a year. 

A 20-year bond to build a 
new community center would 
be financed by a 1.7 mills tax if 
voters approve it. 

The 20-year bond proposal 
for City Hall renovations would 
require a millage of just over 
0.5 mills. 


ROYAL OAK 

Survey coining 
on city bus 
service effort 

By Mike McConnell 

mike.mcconnell@dailytribune.com 
@mmcconnell01 on Twitter 

A local transit task force in 
Royal Oak has a survey ready to 
gauge the needs and interests of 
residents in establishing a city bus 
system. 

The survey is one of several 
tools task force members are us¬ 
ing in their quest to give residents 
better transit options in Royal 
Oak, said Marie Donigan, head of 
the group. 

“We’re hoping to gather infor¬ 
mation from people on what would 
be important to them in a transit 
system,” Donigan said. 

The 14-question survey will he 
distributed through social media 
and is expected to he available on 
the city’s website at romi.gov as 
early as today. It also will go out 
in City Hall’s weekly email blast 
and its Facehook page, officials 
said. 

Efforts are underway to have 
the survey also distributed by 
other key groups in the commu¬ 
nity such as the school district. 

A key goal is to hear from resi¬ 
dents of all ages, as well as those 
who drive and those who don’t. 

“We definitely want to hear 
from seniors,” Donigan said. “We 
have 10,000 seniors in Royal Oak 
and only a small fraction of them 
use the available senior bus ser¬ 
vice.” 

Donigan and a half dozen other 
residents serve on the task force, 
which was established in Novem¬ 
ber 2017 to explore the possibility 
of establishing a citywide bus ser- 

Members of the group are ex¬ 
pected to wrap up their work by 
the end of March and make a rec¬ 
ommendation to the City Commis¬ 
sion on whether the city should 
create its own bus system. 

Task force members have been 
working with officials from the 
Suburban Mobility Authority for 
Regional Transit system. Both 
sides are exploring if there is a 
way to create a partnership to im¬ 
prove transit in Royal Oak and tie 
it to existing SMART bus services 
on Woodward Avenue. 

If a partnership is eventually 
made, Royal Oak would use buses 
that are smaller than the regu¬ 
lar SMART buses serving major 
routes in the region. 

“SMART is interested in helping 
us improve transit in Royal Oak,” 
Donigan said. “But first we need to 
know where people go - schools, 
churches, the grocery store -- and 
when and where they would use 
transit if it was available.” 

After survey results are col¬ 
lected, the task force will meet 
again with SMART officials to 
learn what Royal Oak’s costs 
would be for local bus service. 

Aside from equipment costs, 
much of the price tag for the city 
would depend on what hours a bus 
service would operate and the fre¬ 
quency of service at stops. 

Early estimates are that a city 
bus system would cost from $2 
million to $6.6 million annually, 
depending on the level of service 

It will be up to the City Commis¬ 
sion to decide if a millage proposal 
should he put on the ballot to fund 
citywide bus transit. 


The 14-question 
survey will be 
distributed through 
social media and 
is expected to be 
available on the 
city’s website at 
romi.gov as early as 
today. 
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